
Valenzuela/CAHSEE Lawsuit Settlement

Letter Template for Communicating with LEAs (Districts, Charter Schools, County Offices for county- operated programs) Regarding Expectations for Valenzuela/CAHSEE Settlement Verification of Documentation
<Date>

<Name of Superintendent/Charter School Director>

<District, Charter School, County Office>

<Address>

Dear <Name of Superintendent/Charter School Director>:

Re:  Valenzuela/CAHSEE Settlement: Verification of Documentation

California Education Code Section 1240(c)(2)(E) requires that I verify information for local educational agencies participating in the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) intensive instruction and services program (Item 6110-204-0001 of Chapter 171, Statutes of 2007).  The purpose is to verify information which demonstrates that:

· Pupils who have not passed the CAHSEE by the end of grade 12 are informed that they are entitled to receive intensive instruction and services for up to two consecutive academic years after completion of grade 12 or until they pass both parts of the CAHSEE; and

· Pupils who have elected to receive intensive instruction and services are being served.

The law further requires that the county superintendent:

· Determine, through visits to schools ranked in Deciles 1-3 on the 2006 Base API that are subject to visits under the Williams settlement, the extent to which pupils who have not passed the CAHSEE by the end of grade 12 are informed that they are entitled to receive CAHSEE intensive instruction and services for up to two consecutive academic years after completion of grade 12 and the extent to which pupils who have elected to receive services are being served; and
· Report quarterly and annually on the results of any reviews and visits.

Assembly Bill 347 (Chapter 526, Statutes of 2007), enacted in October 2007, established these monitoring responsibilities. Because the monitoring requirements were enacted mid-year, the verification process this year will consist of a document review only. Beginning in 2008-09, the annual visits by County Superintendents to schools ranked in Deciles 1-3 for compliance with Williams will include, for LEAs participating in the intensive instruction and services program, determinations of the extent to which students have been informed and served. We will develop protocols for those visits in Spring 2008 and share them with you prior to the 2008-09 school year. 

Enclosed are the following materials to assist you in preparing for our document review this year:

· Valenzuela Overview PowerPoint
· Applicable California Education Code Sections
· Valenzuela Implementation Timeline for 2007-08
· LEA Assurances and Checklist for Documentation Verification
· Student Notice and Service Data Spreadsheet and Summaries (Tables A, B, C)
· Recommended Uniform Complaint Procedure Board Policies

· Sample UCP Classroom Notices
· Sample LEA Quarterly Report on Williams Uniform Complaints

· Sample Student Eligibility Letter
· Sample Student Eligibility Posted Notice

· Sample Student Attendance Tracking Sheet

· Legal Opinion on Disclosing Student Information
Please complete the documentation checklist and compile the related materials and return them to <Name of County Valenzuela Contact> by <Deadline Date> at the address below. If you have any questions, contact < Name of County Valenzuela Contact> at <Phone Number> or <email>.
Sincerely,

<Name of County Superintendent>
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