
Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA)
Class Size Reduction (CSR)
WHAT IS REQUIRED?

Education Code section 52055.740 (a)(1) requires in QEIA funded schools by the end of the 2010-11 school year and each year after, to meet all of the class size reduction requirements in statute.  In addition, QEIA schools must be one-third of the way toward meeting this requirement by the end of the 2008-09 school year, and two-thirds of the way by the end of 2009-10 school year.

Class size reduction requirements are:

· Not exceed 20 pupils per class in K-3
· Reduce class sizes at each grade level in grades 4-12 by an average of 5 students per class, or to an average of 25, whichever is lower

· Not increase any other class sizes in the school above the size used during the 2005-06 school year

Interim targets for 2008-09 and 2009-10 are based on making progress toward the CSR target for 2010-11. Schools are allowed some flexibility in defining how the one-third and two-thirds requirements are met.  Some examples of how CSR interim targets can be met include:

· Reducing the class size of one-third of their classes to the target class size each year

· Reducing all classes by one-third of the required reduction each year

· Reducing classes for one-third of the school’s enrollment
· Reducing classes in one-third of the school’s grade levels

QEIA schools must continue to maintain CSR at K-3 in addition to reducing other class sizes.

HOW IS THIS MONITORED?

County Superintendents will request the following information:

· CSR Targets Worksheet– indicates the reduction targets through 2010-11 and how the targets will be met within each QEIA school; these are agreed upon during the pre-monitoring visit
· CSR Worksheet  - for the school year under review
· Schoolwide average for non-core classes (beginning in 2010-11)
County Superintendents will review the methodology that the school used to define their 1/3 and 2/3 targets and the resulting calculations to determine if the CSR requirement for the year under review was met. 
Beginning in 2010-11, County Superintendents will review the schoolwide average for non-core classes calculated by the school to ensure that the average for the non-core classes did not increase above their size in 2005-06 school year. 
HOW DOES A SCHOOL MEET ITS TARGET?
Resources available to assist schools and their districts in meeting requirements for class size reduction are:
· A school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement

· Class Size Reduction Target and Plan Worksheet – provides CSR Targets by grade level and the plan for how interim targets for 2008-09 and 2009-10 will be met 

· CDE’s Class Size Reduction Calculation Instructions – provides instructions for calculating CSR Targets and average class sizes during QEIA implementation years
· Class Size Reduction Worksheets – designed to assist districts and schools in selecting the appropriate base year, calculating CSR grade level averages and projecting targets for self-contained, departmentalized, or self-contained/departmentalized settings (www.qeia.org)
· Fiscal Report Article – Exiting Class Size Reduction – explains rules and regulations regarding class sizes in general as well as details regarding K-3 and 9th grade CSR programs (www.qeia.org)
· QEIA and Budgeting for Class Size Reduction Powerpoint – created by School Services of California to understand the CSR guidelines and budgeting considerations (www.qeia.org)
· QEIA Class Size Reduction Calculation Powerpoint – instruction for schools and districts to calculate class size to meet CSR requirements of QEIA (www.qeia.org)

