
Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA)
Pupil to Counselor Ratio (High Schools Only)
WHAT IS REQUIRED?

Education Code section 52055.740 (a)(2) requires QEIA funded high schools by the end of the 2010-11 school year and each year after, to have a pupil-to-counselor ratio of no more than 300 to 1 AND each counselor must hold a services credential with a specialization in pupil personnel services. In addition, QEIA schools must be one-third of the way toward meeting this requirement by the end of the 2008-09 school year, and two-thirds of the way by the end of the 2009-10 school year.

Only high schools are subject to the QEIA pupil to counselor ratio requirement. The California Department of Education has a classification system for school types. API reports identify the type of school. High schools are defined as a school that has only grade nine or contains one or more grades ten through twelve and no grade below seven. If a school crosses grades spans, classification is based on enrollment. For example, if a school had a seven through ten configuration, it would be classified as a high school.  A school with kindergarten through grade ten and greater enrollment in grades seven and eight than in grades nine and ten, the school would not be classified a high school. 

HOW IS THIS MONITORED?

County Superintendents will review the following information from schools:

· Master list of school counselors assigned to the site with full time equivalents (FTEs) for each individual noted
· Pupil to Counselor Ratio Calculation Worksheet  
· Verification that a valid credential with the appropriate certification is held – on file at the county office
The school will complete the Pupil to Counselor Ratio Calculation Worksheet showing the number of students enrolled, the number of appropriately credentialed school counselors, the number of additional school counselors needed to achieve a 300 to 1 pupil to counselor ratio and one-third and two-thirds targets.
HOW DOES A SCHOOL MEET ITS TARGET?
Resources available to assist schools and their districts in meeting the pupil to counselor ratio requirement are:
· A school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement

· EdJoin – online job recruitment and application system available at www.edjoin.org 
· Pupil to Counselor Ratio Calculation Worksheet


