October 28 Webcast 
Frequently Asked Questions

Q. What are K-8 schools generally using as the base year for class size reduction?

A. Typically, K-5 schools use the 2005-06 CBEDS, while middle and high schools generally use the 2006-07 CBEDS data. There does not appear to be a simple rule or pattern for K-8 schools. The CBEDS year varies based on the examples we’ve looked at. 
Q. If a district chooses one of the models for implementing CSR, i.e., by class, total enrollment, etc., can they change to a different model in subsequent years? 

A. Yes, there is flexibility in how you address the 1/3, 2/3 interim CSR benchmarks.  The district can change to a different model if they can verify that the reduction constitutes one-third of the progress needed to meet the CSR target required by the end of the 2010-11 school year.
Q. Can you discuss the double block of classes at the middle school level? Is it allowable to have the first period as core and the “shadow” class as an elective?

A. If the shadow class provides an intervention to the core, it is still considered a core class and needs to meet the CSR target for that grade level.
Q. The K-3 CSR program rounds up at 20.45 rather than the usual 20.5 (the rationale being 20.45 rounds to 20.5 rounds to 21); although a minor difference, it can mean compliance vs. non compliance.  Does QEIA define the rounding rules?

A. The CSR QEIA instructions posted at CDE explain that the CSR calculations round to the nearest tenth.  K-3 classrooms cannot exceed an average daily enrollment (ADE) of 20.44 which rounds to 20.4. It is important to adhere to the K-3 CSR regulations to receive the state’s full reimbursement.

Q. Secondly, the K-3 CSR program offers flexibility to small school districts that meet certain criteria.  This flexibility allows an individual class to exceed the 20 maximum (up to a cap) and still be fully funded as long as the district average remains at 20.  Would these classes be out of compliance for QEIA CSR?
A. If this flexibility has already been approved through CDE and you receive the state’s full reimbursement for participating classes, this will be compliant for QEIA.
Q. By the end of the first year of implementation, will counties require districts to submit a month by month calculation of average daily enrollment (ADE) to review the 1/3 implementation plan?

A. This is still to be determined.  District Superintendents will certify that the average daily enrollments have been verified by the district and are compliant with QEIA requirements. We do know that districts will need to monitor ADE for each participating class.

Q. What funding is provided to County Superintendents for oversight, how are the funds to be spent and what recordkeeping/reporting needs to be done to release them?

A. County oversight funds for the 2007-08 planning year were disbursed January and March 2008. An apportionment letter for 2008-09 oversight funds was issued October 6, 2008 with warrants to be mailed within 4 weeks. Funding will be disbursed in two installments: 80% in the first apportionment and 20% in February 2009.The funding formula for allocating these funds is similar to the Williams settlement. The apportionment letters with specific allocations by county are posted on the California Department of Education's website at:

2007-08: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r14/qeia07cooverresult.asp

2008-09: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r14/qeia08cooverresult.asp

For 2008-09, the first full year of QEIA funding, county offices of education receive $2,500 per participating elementary school, $3500 per participating middle or junior high school, and $5000 per participating high school. Additional funding is provided for participating schools whose October 2007 CBEDS enrollment exceeds certain thresholds:

· $2.50/pupil that exceeds elementary school enrollment of 856 pupils

· $3.50/pupil that exceeds middle or junior high school enrollment of 1,427 pupils

· $5.00/pupil that exceeds high school enrollment of 2,296 pupils

County offices responsible for reviewing more than 36 participating schools also receive 71 cents per enrolled pupil at those schools. Overall, no county office receives less than $10,000. The funding is to be spent for county oversight activities associated with QEIA. No additional documentation is required to receive the funds.  Single district counties participating in QEIA (Del Norte and San Francisco) will receive oversight funds and must arrange for another county to review their schools. 

